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What is the point of this prayer here, at the begin-
ning of Maggid? Isn'tits place atthe Seder’s end, simi-
lar to our declaration, “Next year in Yerushalayim!"?

How does this prayer relate to the invitation of the
g Lachi ARid previous sentence? Is there any connection be-
hadows the tween the two? Is there a link between this suppli-
cation and Mah Nishtanah, which follows? And,
finally, two questions I am asked every year when
teaching this paragraph in yeshiva: But aren't we

free now? Aren’t we in Israel now?

In its three short sentences, this paragraph remarkably cap-
tures the past, present, and future of the holiday of Pesackx_ —what
we commenmorate, how we celebrate, and what we anticipate. Ina sense, Ha Lachma Ania
foreshatlows the entire Seder and serves as a condensed Table of Contents. Over the

fores
enfire Seder

 course of the Seder itselfwe move from the past (at the beginning of Maggid) to the pres-
ent (the thanksgiving at the end of Maggid} to the future (Tzafun, Hallel, and Nirtzah).
@ Reflecting the significance of yetziat Mitzrayim itself, the Seder ends with the hope and
yeaming for the ultimate fulfillment of the Exodus, when the long galuf will be van-

\ quished with the completion of the full redemption.
N w While some have wondered why here we express hope to be in the land of Israel
\}/ rather than Yerushalayim, as we do at the end of the Seder, the explanation can be
§ deduced from the context Not only does Ha Lachma Ania foretell an extraordinary

Wi\ ( journey through the ages, but also across the globe and its civilizations. We begin
o with our fathers i the land of Egypt — a place, a philoso-
‘Qf \-’\ phy, and a culture - and conclude with the dream that

next year we'll be in the land of Israel — an exceptional 77,4, i -
W society that incorporates only the best of whatwehave ¢ of 2 ol é r ation.
absorbed during our millennia wandering among the ’ ohday, is to
nations, and yet remains uniquely Jewish, o .-Tmch outtotne - -
We ma hysically in Israel and not be slavesto  * br Okef“ {L‘?ﬂflféd and

a human master, but until we have attained the ideal
Jewish civilization, and are no longer devotees of
cultures and ideas not worthy of our allegiance, we
caProiily awalt nextyear. 1he land of Israel is more ' :
thmm—rﬁi&a map. It is the fulfillment of the everlasting dreams and
yearning of children to reunite with their Father, to rekindle the passion and desire
to build His kind of home, His type of perfect socety, in His chosen place.

How do we get there? The Haggadah tells us: by giving — to the hungry, to the

lonely, and to the needy. The frue celebration of a holiday, according to the Rambam,
{5 o reach out to the broken hearted and downtrodden — and it is also the surest
way to build the ultimate Jewish society. Once we invite the needy, teaches the Viina
Gaon, we can let our hopes for the future burst forth. “Zion shall be redeemed with
justice, and her returnees with charity; says Yeshayahu,

In fact, Seder night is the time of year that we are dedicated most to those whe
need us most — our own children. Who needs to hear the story of the Jewish People
more than they? Who else desperately needs us to provide them with the memories
ofa glowing Seder table, of the attention, the love, the tenderness, and majesty? In Ha
Lachma Ania we announce where we came from, to where we are going, and how we
8§W to our children for Mah Nishtanah, and say, I SIESTE 105 now

your turn tozise to the occasion and take your place in our epic, ongoing history.
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g BINWY $TI 1PN BN — The Simple Son
and the Clueless Sen.

Our responses to these two S0DS appear, at first
- glance, to be the wrong way around. The Simple Sen,
I ‘who is more advanced than the Clueless Son, shows
i at least some interest in the rituals of the evening,

asking “What is this?” So surely, we should have
explained to him, "Il is because of this etc.,” that we
were redeermed from Egypt i the merit of the special
mitzvos performed tonight. The Clueless Son, how-
ever, shows no interest at all, Sowouldit not have
been approptiate to wry and grab his attention with
tHE impresaive muacies of the Exodus, saying ~B/ith
a strony Fand God took us out of Egupt™

The key 10 answering this question lies in the fact
that the Clueless Son is placed here last of all. Could
he possibly be worse than the Wicked Son?

OFf course, in terms of practical observance, the
ClugTess Son vasty surpasses the Wicked Son, He
performs the necessary rituals and he certainly does
net challenge any sacred practices or texts;

But the Clueless Son is sadly further from being
redeemed than his wicked brother, for he suffers from
two maladies that, when they strike together, defy

To:9997154

as making money, we see his great talents and drive.
But Torah seems to just make him “switch off”; noth-

_r“—-
g in the Seder seems to engage nis nerest. Just
tell me what to do 50 | can get it over ana done with,”
he says.

So, by plaging the Clueless Son last, the Haggadah
warns us that apathy is the greatest danger of ali,

Our only hope is to say to him, Tt is because of
this that God did for me when [ left Equpt "You are a
fine, religious Jew, but your observance is lifeless and
performed by rote. It is time for you to *leave Egypt.”
it is “because of this, " the mitzuos of the Paschal lamb
and Matzah that our ancestors left Eaypt, both of
which represent a passionate dedication to_Judaism,
and not mere observance by rote,

The Simple Son however, is already engaged in the
Seder and even asks questions, so we do not need to
prove to him the necessity of leaving Egypt. All that
is required is to show him the right approach, namely
that we must always act “with a strong hand.”

The lesson here is a powerful one. We should never
be perturbed by thase who are an rym-
t¢ towards Judaism. Tor such indiviquals are Elsd

with passion, & gi

iz
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exﬁnguishe, but tr, redirected for the gogde
{Based on Sichah of 2nd Night of Pesach 5725}

any simple cure-—ignorance and apathy. The Wicked
Son may be a terror, chalengifig &verything we do.
hut at least he takes an jnterest in the evening s acily-
it Judasmn angers mm, GUt at least that shows that
there is™"omebody horme.” When the Wicked Son
finally comes around to our way of thinking. he wili be ‘
a pasETeHEte JEW and an asset to his people. \

Bui The Clueless Son has airmost “immunized”
himself against Judaism. It is not that his soul lacks ~
passion, for when it comes to other endeavors, such \ \
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Hashem ... and the Children of Israel groaned because of the labor

=Tapn 17 b 12 AN e M SR pYEn — And we cried out to @

Constructive Prayer

-
Although the verse in our paragraph states explicitly that we cried out to V/\ vah
Hashem, the verse cited from Shemos does not say that at all; rather, it says that

J
we “groaned because of the labor.”
This reveals tous an extraordina

wasS
sature of thi or. namely, that the QM ﬂ)cgg\va
\O \

Jewish People had no conscious intention to pray as they were groaning; they

were simply groaning rmayn B =
-2

groans and accepted them as a prayer!'”

Indeed, in elucidation of the nextp
our voice,” the Haggadah cites the vers
God remembered His covenant with Avr
kov.” Why do we quote the entire ver

the verse {which mentions Hashem

from the hard work. Hashem took their

hrase in our verse “and Hashem heard
¢ “And God heard their groaning, and
aham, with Yitzchak, and wilh Yaa-
se? Seemingly, it is only the first half of
hearing our groaning) that is relevant!

What is added by quoting the second half that mentions Hashem remember-

ing His covenant with our forefathers?

The Maaseh Nissim explains that this extended quotation is further confir-
mation of the fact that our groaning was not done with the intention of pray-

ing, but merely as an expression of our s
why, when the verse states that Hashem

that He remembered His covenant. In the absence of actual prayer, our groans

uffering from the hard work. That is
heard our groanings, it further adds

brought about Divine r"rl_c;tm’g_ywo,niyby-sf/iauagf the fact that we were descended
tromm Avraharn, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, with whom Hashem had made a cove-

nant, ™

‘That said, we should remember that our verse does say 0 YK pyyn — we
cried out to Hashem. This seems 10 imply that somehow we were praying! How
is this reconciled with the verse that implies that we were merely groaning

from the hard work?

Perhaps we may approach this matter from a different angle:

The covenant between Hashem and our fathers represents the fact that, by
virtue of their deeds, our fathers instilled within their descendants a fundamen-
tal and unbreakable connection with Hashern. %4 This connection may sometimes

ewish People, but it is always there. An

lie very deeply embgiég_@ within the J

" e e . -
expression of this connection 15 the w.

y that Hashem heard the Jewish People

when they were groaning from hard work. Even though they themselves were

only conscious of their groaning as an

expression of their suffering, there was a

certain aspect of that groaning that was an expression of their inner core as a
prayer to Hashem.

In other words, the aspect of the Jewish People that is eternally connect-
ed to Hashem never merely says “1 cannot beat this work.” It will always add:
“Hashem, please deliver me from it.” [t was thus the covenant with the fa-

thers that allowed our groaning to be construed and accepted as pi’éjef. Ttis

for this reason that the verses we cite say first that they groaned from the
hard work, and then say that Hashem heard their groaning and remembered
His covenant. Our verse in the Haggadah encapsulates that process with the
words: “And we cried out to Hashem ... and Hashem heard our voice.”
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Never belittle a practice or a person, in the presence of someone to whom

th@r—ﬁﬁ?{o’ryerwn is sqrred.

AFTER BEING afflicted by the makkah of Arov, Pharaoh relented
somewhat and told Moshe that Bnei Yisrael could bring offerings
to Hashem, as long as they did so in Egypt. Moshe responded: “Lo
nachon lausos kein” — it is not proper to do so..., “if we were to
slaughter the deity of Mitzrayim in front of their eyes, will they not
stone us?” {Shemos 8:22).

‘This pasuk is very difficult to understand. From the time Hashem
began afflicting the Mitzrim with the mnkknc thevlnet theirdominian

over Bne1 Yisrael! (See Rosh Hashanah 10b,) Indeed, once the Mltzrlm

witnessed the powerful wonders of Hashem, they began to fear Bnei;
Yisrael. Why then would Moshe be-afraid that the M1tzr1m would

stone them?
There is another perplexing aspect of the dialogue between Mosh

and Pharaoh. Wasn't there an element of chzllul Hashem in Moshe

Hashem’s ablhty to protect bnei Yisrael from the angry Mitzrim. Wh"
would Moshe say someéttitty-that Might convey such a message to_:

Pharaoh?

Moreover, the importance of being careful when speaking to a kmg
so as not to diminish Hashem’s greatness in the kings eyes is expressed-_‘
explicitly by Ezra HaSofer: “I was embarrassed to request troops and-
horsemen of the king to assist us against an adversary along the Wa")ir,'

since we had told the king that the hand of our God is benevolent

to all who seek Him, and His might and anger befall all who forsake

Hir” (Ezra 8:28). We see that Ezra refrained from asking the Persian
king Daryavesh to provide a military escort to protect the Jews as they

returned from Persia to Yerushalayim. The reason for Ezra’s reluctance
was that it would have been a chilul Hashem to ask Daryavesh fof_
protection, as that would imply that Ezra feared the Jews' enemies
and did not trust Hashem to protect those doing His will. Why then :
was Moshe unconcerned about the potential chillul Hashem in te]lmg

Pharaoh that bnei Yisrael feared bemg stoned by the Mitzrim?

One last question: the term “lo nachon” - it is not proper [for us -
to sacrifice animals in Egypt] seems like a strange phrase to use in -
this context, for it implies that Bnei Yisrael actually had the ability to
do as they pleased, except that it would not be the ‘proper thing to
do. If Moshe was apprehensive about Brei Yisrael being stoned, the .
words “lo nachon” would not be the appropriate words to convey that

apprehension.
In his comments on this pasuk, the Chasam Sofer resolves all

our questions. Moshe had no concern whatsoever that the Mitzrim -

would stone Bnei Yisrael, since by then the Mitzrim feared them.
Nevertheless, Moshe said to Pharaoh, “It would not be moral and right
for us to do something so demeanmg to o your people and their beliefe.

that they would want to stone us. Therefore, although we know that,
with Hashem’s help, you and your people are incapable of stopping
us, we cannot bring ourselves to sacrifice the deity of the Mitzrim in

#056 P.O14
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their presence. It is ‘lo nachon’ - simply not the proper thing to do.
Indeed, when you first decided to subjugate us, you accused.us of
bemg a people of bad characfer, suggesting that in the event of a war,

Vnosaf gam hu al soneinu vnilcham banu” - they too will join our
enemies and wage war against us. Contrary to your canard, we are.in
fact, a people with hi _ﬁl} moral values. We are thus morally ‘unable’ to
do something so o demeaning and abhorrent to your people in front of
their eyes. We must, therefore, bring our sacrifices outside Mitzrayim.

* %

The Chasam Sofer’s explanation of this pasuk provides us with an
important practical lesson.

There are people who observe various chumres (stringengies) with
the ufmost level of strictness, and have such strong opinions that they
reject, out of hand, anyone who follows an alternate point of view.
(This is especially common among young people.) At times, they will
purposely seek to demonstrate their chumros in the presence of those
whose custom is not to observe such chumros,as if to say: “You are not

sufficiently diligent in matters of halachah.” It is forbidden to act in {
manner, as such actions are hurtful and disrespectful {0 OtHEL PEOpI¢
ThigType of 1§eTigitive conduct can also occur in reverse. A perso
sees someone observing a chumrah that, in his opinion, is baseles:
Not only is there certainly no issur (halachic prohibition), but, as h
sees it, there is not even a semblance of chassidus (piety) involved in’
this chumrah. To him, it is nothing but inanity. However, even if he is.
correct, and this other fellow is merely being a chassid shoteh, a plous
fool, he may not openly criticize him. The other person believes he is
doing something special and holy, and is hurt when others ridicule hlm
for his actions. Causing such pain cannot be justified in any measure.;
'This is precisely the behavior Moshe classified as “lo nachon,’ not
proper. Even though Bnei Yisrael were definitely within their rights t to .
sacrifice anywhere they wished; nevertheless, to act in a manner that
is spiteful towards our adversaries is characteristic of people with bad -
middos. Better to make a three-day trip into the desert (to sacnﬁce

there), ratMnd others - even our. OppIessors,
monARn
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1w Ov? On this holiday (yorn tov, literally “good day”) we pray for a fully
good day, for a day of unmixed blessing. Just as we celebrate this yomt toy, so
may we some day inherit a world that is yom she-kullo tov, a holiday or yom tov
- that is not only 2 “good day” but a “perfectly good day.” In other words, we pray
for experiencing perfection at a time that is kuflo tov, altogether good. But in
contemporary times, or any pre-Messianic time, is it really rational to expect a
- period that is completely and perfectly gaod, sacred without blemish, endless
bliss with no taint of pain or frustration?

Qf course not! Not only is there nothing in our regular, quotidian life that
is perfectly good, there is also no thing and no one who is perfectly evil. If we
have to name a human being of complete perfection, we would likely consider
Abraham or Moses ~ and we would be mistaken. Moses sinned, because of
- which the Almighty denied him the ultimate pleasure of taking his people
into the Holy Land. Abraham had faults too. As Ecclesiastes (7:20) exclaimed,
“There is no righteous man in the world who is altogether good and never sins”

Is there anyone who embodies absolute evil? Even in Jewish law we abjure
the extremes. For instance, if a man was tried by the Sanhedrin for murder, by a
vote of seventy to nothing, he would — go free! Whenever other rationales may
be found in the literature for this strange law, it certainly means that we deny
the existence of absolute “evil” We assume therefore that the entire Sanhedrin
must be mistaken, The same is true for an exemplar of the absolutely good. For
example, Moses sinned (although we are hard pressed to identify with certainty
what that transgression was}.

Therefore on this day of Passover, which is a classical yom tov, it is indeed
a “good day” but not one of perfect bliss. And so we pray for and hope and
expect that some day in a world far different from this one, the Lord Himself
will reign in perfect goodness. In the post-Messianic era, we will be privileged
to witness and participate in a day that is kullo tov. That is why in the closing
paragraphs of the Birkat ha-Mazon, we express hopes — unrealistically and
naively perhaps, but begutifully — that a da come when a very good da
—-a yom tov — will become kullo tov, perfectly good, a holy day of genuinely
umthixed goodness and joy. S '
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